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September 19, 2010 
 
Julie Thomas, Executive Director 
Southern California Coastal Ocean Observing System 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
9500 Gilman Drive 0214 
La Jolla, CA 92093 
 
Dear Ms. Thomas: 
 
I am writing in support of the SCCOOS proposal for continued funding from NOPP.  It is very clear that the entire 
IOOS system—the backbone and the regional programs—is a critically important addition to the nation’s ocean 
infrastructure.  In some areas, such as Southern California, the regional ocean observing system takes on special 
importance because of the intensity of societal pressures on the ocean, the multiplicity of uses, and economic and 
public health implications of those uses, and the complex oceanographic processes on a variety of spatial and 
temporal scales. 
 
The Southern California Bight is surrounded by a population of more than 20 million people—more than the 
population of the entire State of New York.  It is home to the Nation’s two largest ports, through which enter more 
than one-third of all imports to the U.S. It receives more than 1.3 bgd of partially treated wastewater.  It is a major 
recreational outlet for millions of people with some of the nations, and the worlds, most beautiful and popular 
beaches.  It has the potential to be home to a significant offshore aquaculture industry, and the availability of 
critical oceanographic data will be important in determining whether, or not, this happens.  It soon will become the 
next segment of the California coast for establishment of a series of Marine Protected Areas.  The list goes on, 
and one thing is clear and that is that we need diverse and high quality oceanographic data to generate the kinds 
of information that are needed to manage this enormously valuable resource for maximum benefit to society while 
protecting the natural ecosystem.    
 
The next phase in the evolution of SCCOOS, and indeed of all of the regional systems, will be to forge more and 
stronger partnerships with a diverse set of potential end-users of the data and to work with them to develop an 
array of informational products.  These informational products must be tailored to meet the needs and 
opportunities of the end users and be delivered on schedules that are sensitive to their needs.  SCCOOS is well 
positioned to grow its customer base and meet the need for tailored and timely products. We also need to make 
the public more aware of the importance of SCCOOS and other components of IOOS so they will be supportive of 
the public investments that are needed to sustain this important network.  
 
The Aquarium of the Pacific is the only large aquarium in all of Southern California with an attendance of 1.5 
million visitors per year.  We are very interested in strengthening our partnership with SCCOOS to make the 
public more aware of the power and the promise of ocean observing and to bring some of the informational 
products you are developing to our visitors in our new Ocean Science Center which will open in May 2011 and 
feature a Science on a Sphere.  We also are very interested in working with SCCOOS to convene groups of 
potential stakeholders to help shape the portfolio of informational products to serve a variety of end-user needs.  
 
In summary, I, and the Aquarium of the Pacific, are very supportive of SCCOOS efforts and applaud the progress 
SCCOOS has made in building regional observing capabilities for Southern California. We urge NOPP to support 
SCCOOS’s proposal to continue development of this valuable and needed regional observing system. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jerry R. Schubel 
President and CEO 



 

 

 

 

September 22, 2010  
 
Dr. Eric Terrill, Technical Director  
Julie Thomas, Executive Director 
Southern California Coastal Ocean Observing System (SCCOOS) 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography  
University of California, San Diego  
9500 Gilman Drive, La Jolla, CA 92093  
 
Dear Eric and Julie,  
 
I am delighted to write this letter in support of the Southern California Coastal Ocean Observing System 
(SCCOOS) five-year proposal to the National Oceanographic Partnership Program (NOPP) and National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). As the Scripps Institution of Oceanography’s Director of 
the Center for Ocean Sciences Education Excellence-California (COSEE CA) and a Program Scientist at the 
Birch Aquarium at Scripps, I am pleased to use the resources and partnerships of both organizations to support 
SCCOOS and to promote the use of ocean observing system data and resources by science educators and 
students throughout California and the nation.  
 
We are working with Earthguide, an educational media development group based at Scripps, to design and 
build an educational interface that links climate-related ocean and coastal science topics to near real-time data 
from the Southern California Bight provided by SCCOOS. The pilot project will introduce the El Niño 
phenomenon and link it to SCCOOS sea surface temperature data. The project will be launched with an 
interactive touch screen display at the Birch Aquarium, a format that could also be featured at other aquariums 
and science centers. The display will be accompanied by an online Earthguide resource that supports related 
K-14 curricula and highlights SCCOOS data sets. Online resources will include an activity guide for teachers 
and materials for students. SCCOOS and Earthguide will coordinate with COSEE CA to introduce the project 
at teacher professional development events and promote it in additional venues. 
 
COSEE-CA and the Birch Aquarium at Scripps offer you their full and unqualified support for this five-year 
proposal. We look forward to hearing that SCCOOS outreach and education efforts will be strengthened and 
expanded with this funding.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cheryl Peach  
SIO Director, COSEE-CA  
Scripps Institution of Oceanography  

 

  









 

September 23, 2010 
 
Dr. Steve Ramp, Program Director 
Central and Northern California Ocean Observing System 
 
Ms. Julie Thomas, Executive Director 
Southern California Coastal Ocean Observing System  
 
Dear Dr. Ramp and Ms. Thomas, 
 
The California Coastkeeper Alliance (CCKA) supports the continued development and operation of the 
Central and Northern California Ocean Observing System (CeNCOOS) and the Southern California Coastal 
Ocean Observing System (SCCOOS) through their proposals to the National Oceanographic Partnership 
Program and NOAA, entitled, “CeNCOOS: Integrating Marine Observations to Inform Decision Makers and 
the General Public,” and “FY2011: Implementation of the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System: Southern 
California Ocean Observing System,” respectively. CCKA is a member of the CeNCOOS/SCCOOS Joint 
Strategic Advisory Committee. Founded in 1999, CCKA is a non-profit organization that coordinates, supports 
and enhances the work of the local California Waterkeeper programs to provide a statewide voice for 
safeguarding California’s waters, and its world-renowned coast and ocean, for the benefit of all Californians 
and for California’s future.  We advocate before state decision-makers on waterway- and ocean-related issues 
important to California’s communities.   
 
We believe the work and mission of California’s Ocean Observing Systems (OOS) align well with CCKA’s 
mission and goals.  There is tremendous value in having an independent organization provide both continuous 
and real-time ocean observing data products, and assembly and synthesis of local ocean data sets, to assist with 
our mission of protecting water quality and protecting the coast against sea level rise. The data products and 
services provided by the California OOS are invaluable in advancing the ocean information needed to address 
land-sea interactions and issues. For example, the ability to provide real-time and forecasting contaminant 
tracking through a user-friendly online interface is extremely useful in understanding coastal water pollution 
and informing health managers. We also see value in the long-term monitoring that serves to aid in siting and 
evaluating marine protected areas and informing our team and the public on oceanic shifts and impacts from 
our changing climate.  We look forward to future collaborations and furthering our relationship with the OOS 
and greatly support the focus and plans outlined in the proposals.   

There is a clear, continuing need to operate, maintain and improve the regional observing system. CeNCOOS 
and SCCOOS data are and will continue to be essential for monitoring both short and long-term environmental 
change. We and the state would benefit from expansion of both programs, including an increase in capacity to 
enhance instrumentation and provide more information and products. We strongly endorse the need for fully 
developed local Regional Associations that benefit our health, wildlife, economy and oceans through a focus 
on ecosystems, climate, coastal hazards, and water quality.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 
Linda Sheehan, Executive Director 
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Dr. Steve Ramp, Program Director 
Central and Northern California  
Ocean Observing System 

Ms. Julie Thomas, Executive Director 
Southern California Coastal Ocean 
Observing System  

 
September 24, 2010 
 
Dear Dr. Ramp and Ms. Thomas, 
 
The California State University (CSU) Council on Ocean Affairs, Science and Technology 
(COAST) supports the continued development and operation of the Central and Northern 
California Ocean Observing System (CeNCOOS) and the Southern California Coastal Ocean 
Observing System (SCCOOS) through their proposals to the National Oceanographic Partnership 
Program and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration titled, “CeNCOOS: 
Integrating Marine Observations to Inform Decision Makers and the General Public” and 
“FY2011: Implementation of the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System: Southern California 
Ocean Observing System”, respectively.  
 
The CSU spans the entire state of California and CSU COAST faculty, technical staff and 
students from a number of campuses participate in both CeNCOOS and SCCOOS. CSU data 
stream to and can be accessed through the CeNCOOS and SCCOOS websites and the OOSes in 
turn make use of the data to advance our understanding of the coastal ocean and the processes 
that affect it. These relationships are mutually beneficial and aid each program in meetings its 
mission and goals. Additionally, CSU COAST looks forward to working with CeNCOOS and 
SCCOOS to provide unique educational and workforce development opportunities to CSU 
students.   
 
There is a clear, continuing need to operate, maintain and improve the regional observing 
systems. The data collected are and will continue to be essential for monitoring both short and 
long-term environmental change. CSU COAST supports the expansion of both CeNCOOS and 
SCCOOS so that they have the capacity to increase instrumentation and provide additional 
information and products. We strongly endorse the need for fully developed local Regional 
Associations that benefit our health, wildlife, economy and oceans through a focus on 
ecosystems and climate, coastal hazards, water quality, and marine operations.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Krista Kamer, Ph.D. 
COAST Coordinator  
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September 15, 2010 
 
Julie Thomas 
Southern California Coastal Ocean Observing System 
Executive Director, Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
University of California San Diego 
9500 Gilman Drive #0214 
San Diego, CA 92093 
 
Dear Ms. Thomas, 
 
SUBJECT:  Implementation of Regional Integrated Ocean Observing 
  Systems: The Southern California Coastal Ocean Observing System (SCCOOS) 
 
On behalf of the City of Encinitas, I would like to express our support for the Southern California Coastal Ocean Observing 
System (SCCOOS). 
 
Funding for this program is of critical importance to California coastal constituents, specifically those in the San Diego 
region.  The City of Encinitas utilizes this data on a daily basis for program planning, monitoring, sea level rise and 
monitoring the affects from El Niño.  Every key project along the coast relies on this data for baseline project planning for 
sediment transport modeling and nearshore habitat assessments.  The wave and buoy data is critical for wave forecasting 
during program planning.  The City utilizes the monitoring data for critical analysis on beach width changes due to 
seasonal and storm changes and predictions how waves will impact our beaches in the future.  The data has been utilized 
by consultants to predict sea level rise over the next 50 years and how it affects the US Army Corps of Engineers studies in 
Encinitas and Solana Beach.  The wave data is critical while analyzing the affect from the El Niño and how our beaches 
change and by how much.  The City is also participating in the inundation and shoreline change project which will be very 
helpful in prediction of overtopping the Coast Hwy 101 and how that will affect traffic and public resources during high 
surf advisory.   
 
The El Nino Winter of 2010 re-emphasised the importance of this data when Hwy 101 was undermined and overtopped 
during the January and February storms.  The data provides justification and evidence for FEMA and Coastal Commission 
while the City repairs existing infrastructure. Detailed wave, current, and inundation information for our coast is 
invaluable. Given the importance of the information SCCOOS provides, additional funding is needed. 
 
I appreciate your attention to this request. If you have any questions, please contact me at (760) 633-2632 or 
kweldon@ci.encinitas.ca.us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Katherine Weldon 
Coastal Program Manager  
 

mailto:kweldon@ci.encinitas.ca.us�





























