




International Joint Commission Commission mixte internationale 
Canada and United States Canada et États-Unis 

www.ijc.org 
234 Laurier Avenue W., 22n

� � � October�1,�2010�
Dr.�Jennifer�Read�
Executive�Director��
Great�Lakes�Observing�System��
229�Nickels�Arcade��
Ann�Arbor,�MI�48104�
�
Re:�Implementation�of�the�Great�Lakes�Observing�System,�2011�15�
�
Dear�Dr.�Read:�
�
Better�estimates�of�evaporation�are�critical�to�understanding�the�hydrology�of�the�Great�Lakes.�Current�
evaporation�estimates�have�a�high�level�of�uncertainty�because�of�the�lack�of�data�and�the�limited�
understanding�of�how�this�process�works�on�the�different�lakes.�The�International�Joint�Commission’s�
International�Upper�Great�Lakes�Study�determined�that�evaporation�was�a�key�issue�and�installed�two�
eddy�covariance�systems�to�directly�measure�evaporation�from�Lakes�Superior�and�Huron.�The�Study�
also�determined�that�ideally�that�there�should�be�one�system�on�each�of�the�Great�Lakes.�The�data�
collected�from�these�systems�are�being�incorporated�into�the�model�being�used�by�the�Study�and�are�
providing�improved�estimates�of�evaporation�and�a�better�understanding�of�the�process.�These�stations�
are�currently�funded�by�the�Study,�but�the�Study�will�be�ending�in�early�2012.���
�
The�International�Joint�Commission�was�pleased�to�learn�that�there�is�funding�available�to�improve�
monitoring�of�the�Great�Lakes�system.�We�believe�that�continuing�these�two�stations�and�expanding�this�
monitoring�to�all�five�Great�Lakes�would�be�a�valuable�strategic�investment.�It�is�a�relatively�modest�
investment�for�improving�our�scientific�understanding�of�this�key�process.�We�hope�that�this�proposal�
will�receive�a�positive�response�and�that�there�will�be�secured�funding�for�the�next�five�years.��

�
Respectfully,�
�

� �
Murray�Clamen��
Secretary,�Canadian�Section,�IJC�

Chuck�Lawson�
Secretary,�U.S.�Section,�IJC�
�

cc:�Dr.�Eugene�Stakhiv,�US�Co�chair,�IUGLS�

������Mr.�Ted�Yuzyk,�Canadian�Co�chair,�IUGLS�

d Floor, Ottawa, ON K1P 6K6 2000 L St. NW, Suite 615, Washington, DC 20036 
Phone: (613) 995-2984  Fax: (613) 993-5583 Phone:  (202) 736-9000  Fax:  (202) 632-2006 
commission@ottawa.ijc.org commission@washington.ijc.org 
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Sept. 30, 2010 

Dr. Jennifer Read, Executive Director 
Great Lakes Observing System 
229 Nickels Arcade 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

Dear Dr. Read, 

I am pleased to write this letter in support of your project proposal to NOAA titled Implementation of the Great Lakes 
Observing System, 2011-15.

As a member of the Great Lakes Beach Association Board of Directors and the individual responsible for posting water 
quality data on both the Wisconsin Beach Health (www.wibeaches.us) and our local organization (www.cityofracine.org)
websites, I recognize the need to increase the density and accuracy of observations to enhance the forecasting of water 
quality advisories at our beaches to protect public health. GLOS is also contributing to the nearshore health goals 
identified in the FY2010-14 Great Lakes Restoration Initiative action plan. 

I look forward to using and promoting the enhanced data that GLOS will provide to the beach management community in 
the Great Lakes region. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (262) 636-9501. I wish you success in 
securing the funding. 

Sincerely, 

Julie Kinzelman, PhD, MT (ASCP) 
Research Scientist/Laboratory Director 
City of Racine Health Department 
730 Washington Avenue 
Racine, WI 53403 





LAKE SUPERIOR TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 

TO: Dr. Jennifer Read

FROM: Mark Ebener, outgoing Chairman, Lake Superior Technical Committee 

RE:  Great Lakes Observing Progam 

DATE: September 30, 2010 

I am writing behalf of the Lake Superior Technical Committee in support of the Global 
Great Lakes project and setting up a common database for the Great Lakes and our 
technical committee.   

The Lake Superior Technical Committee is composed of fishery biologists and managers 
from each of the natural resources entities with political jurdictions over fish and fish 
habitats in Lake Superior.  Members of the technical committee include representatives 
from the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Minnesota,Wisconsin, and Michigan 
Dept. of Natural Resources, Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission, 
Chippewa Ottawa Resource Authority, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U. S. Geological 
Survey, and Fisheries and Oceans Canada.  The technical committee reports directly to 
the political jurisdications that are responsible for managing fish and wildlife populations 
in Lake Superior.  The technical committee’s primary responsibilities are to monitor the 
status of important fish populations, coordinate assessment and research on fish 
populations among fishery agencies, develope linkages between the fish populations and 
their in-lake and terrestrial habitats, and to write reports that evaluate progress toward 
achieving fish communities objectives established by the management agencies. 

For many years now the technical committee has been moving towards consolidationg 
data bases that will help us understand the dynamics of Lake Superior fish populations 
and their habitat.  We are currently developing a large-scale database and its template to 
help us monitor the impact of sea lampreys on lake trout in Lake Superior.  Norine 
Dobiesz from the University of Minnesota at Duluth has been assiting us by developing 
programs that will allow us to readily access online databases and analytical tools for 
relating our fishery data to environmental and habitat parameters. Additional funding 
from the Great Lakes Observing System to the Global Great Lakes project at UM-D 
would benefit the technical committee and continue to move us toward an more 
integrated approach to managing Lake Superior fish populations.
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Sept. 30, 2010 

Dr. Jennifer Read, Executive Director 
Great Lakes Observing System 
229 Nickels Arcade 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

Dear Dr. Read, 

This letter is in support of the proposal for Implementation of the Great Lakes Observing 
System, 2011-15.  

GLOS is important to the Great Lakes region as it provides for enhanced monitoring of 
the Great Lakes, supporting the goals of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Great 
Lakes Water Quality Agreement and the public-driven Lakewide Management Plans, 
which identify critical pollutants affecting the lakes and the programs in place to assess, 
restore, protect and monitor lake health. 

GLOS products and services will also assist policymakers with impending challenges 
such as climate change, coastal management planning, and changes in food web 
dynamics due to multiple stressors. In light of the recent oil spill on the Kalamazoo 
River in Michigan, the region will also benefit from GLOS’s contributions to improving 
spill response planning and particle tracking models on our lakes and tributaries.  

The Great Lakes Commission is eager to work with GLOS and other partners to 
integrate data into useful applications that benefit the long-term health of the Great 
Lakes ecosystem.  

Sincerely, 

Tim A. Eder 
Executive Director 
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