



NFRA 2009 Annual Meeting

Monday, August 24, 2009

1:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Isaacson Class Room, Urban Horticultural Center

University of Washington

Seattle, WA

Draft Agenda #4

1:00 
Introductions, etc

1:10
Approval of Minutes

1:15
Director’s Report -  Accomplishments for FY09, Looking Ahead to FY10

1:45
Treasurer’s Report  and Adoption of Operating Budget for FY10

2:00
Report of the Nominations Committee

Election of Officers for 2009 to 2011



Election of Executive Committee



Election of Finance Committee 

2:15     Action:  Establish a committee to work with the Executive Director to prepare recommendations for how NFRA can increase its presence in Washington DC.   

For the last four years, NFRA has been operating from a remote office in Maine.  It’s become clear that NFRA needs a greater presence in Washington D.C. to improve communications with Congress, the federal agencies and partners. This committee will work with the Executive Director to review options and to present options to the full Board.

2:45 
Discussion Topic:  Emerging Issues and IOOS:  How does IOOS related to the emerging coastal, ocean and Great Lakes issues of climate change, marine spatial planning, offshore energy, regional ocean governance and other emerging issues.


NOAA has identified climate change and marine spatial planning (as a means to achieve ecosystem-based management) as its priorities for this administration.  IOOS can contribute to these efforts in significant ways. 

3:30 
Break

3:45 
Discussion: Public Policy Strategy for 2009-2010


Presentation and discussion of public policy strategy  (see attached)

NFRA adopted a public policy strategy last year that included 3 elements: 1) creating a pool of non-restricted funds to support advocacy work 2) the appointment of the Executive Committee to oversee public policy and 3) to use the network of expertise in the regions to provide advice.  This was a good step forward but more needs to be done to create an effective strategy. 
5:30
Dinner  (on site – may need contributions to pay for dinner… definitely will need contributions for beer and wine)

7:00
Discussion:  Determining NFRA Priorities.  

How should NFRA determine which issues, of the many that concern IOOS, should be a priority for the organization to accomplish?  Some issues only relate to a view regions while other issues relate to all regions. How can NFRA adopt a balance between the two?     

8:00
Discussion: Recommendations for FY10 regional funding

Two years ago, NFRA adopted a policy supporting the full funding for the RA planning grants and that all regions should have RCOOS support.  This policy has guided our discussion with the NOAA IOOS office. NFRA will review this policy and determine whether it should be updated or not.

9:00
Adjourn

Background Material: 

Slate of officers

Report by Education and Outreach Committee and 


