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RA Monthly Call Summary

Thursday, May 15, 2008

3:00 ET

Attending:  Jen Levine, Roy Watlington, Timi Vann, Bill Birkemeier, Deanna Herman, Geno Olmi, Dave Easter, Gabrielle Canonico, Tom Shyka, Brian Taylor, Chris Ostrander, Ann Jochens, Stephanie Peck, Frank Kudrna, Christine Mannien, Chris Mooers, Heather Kekering, Buzz Martin, Tom Malone, Andrew Voros, Rick DeVoe, Harvey Seim, Molly McCammon, John Wilkin, Josie Quintrell

News from the Hill
Senate staff is hoping to bring a package of ocean bills, including IOOS, to a floor vote in the next few weeks.  Both the Friends of NOAA and the Consortium on Ocean Leadership have sent community letters in support of this. 

Policy pundits predict that Congress will pass a Continuing Resolution (CR) for the FY09 budget sometime in the early fall.  

Capitol Hill Ocean Week (CHOW) is scheduled for June 3-5 in DC.  The theme this year is climate change and NOAA will be highlighting GEOSS, including IOOS.  The NOAA IOOS Program Office is developing a brochure for the event and encourages the regions to submit material for inclusion. Contact Timi Vann at 301-427-2442 or Jennie Lyons at 301-427-2446.

Regional Workshop in December – Dave Easter, NOAA CSC
December 2-4, Baltimore 

The two themes for the workshop are: 1) Project  reviews for the FY07 projects and 2) Performance metrics.   The Project Reviews differ from the RA Assessments that NOAA is currently doing. The RA Assessments are information gathering sessions for NOAA to learn about how the RAs are organized, governed and how they engage users.  The Project Reviews will assess how well the projects are progressing towards fulfilling its goals, objectives and deliverables and to discuss issues impacting project progress.  The Workshop Steering Committee includes Dave Easter, Geno Olmi, Mary Culver, Timi Vann, Bill Birkemeier, Molly McCammon, Bill Boicourt, and Josie Quintrell.

The second theme will focus on developing performance metrics for the regional component of IOOS.  NOAA needs to develop these to better articulate the benefits from the regional investments and to respond to NOAA, Dept of Commerce and OMB budget managers concerning potential impacts resulting from reductions or increases in funding to the regions.   The Steering Committee is forming a working group to develop draft performance metrics for review in December. 

The NFRA Annual Meeting will be held in conjunction with the workshop. 

LMI Business Plan and Plan for future NOAA FFO (federal funding opportunities) -- Gabrielle Canonico

NOAA is using the LMI report (see: http://www.usnfra.org/info.htm) to inform their decisions about how to manage the regional program and the kind of funding mechanism they will use in future funding announcements.  NOAA cannot divulge details on the content of future funding announcements due to legal requirements to ensure open and fair competitions.    However, the RAs would like clarity about whether NOAA is going to use the contracting process as a mechanism for certifying – or formally recognizing - the RAs. Timi noted that NOAA has publically stated that they do not support a formal certification process.  NOAA, like other federal agencies, would likely reference foundation documents in funding requests.  The difficulty for the RAs is that neither NOAA nor Ocean US has documented this position, which is different from the Ocean US documents (that have been approved by NOAA) that call for a certification process.

ACTION ITEM:.  NFRA has requested IWGOO action on this issue and expects a decision at their next meeting on May 29. NOAA and Ocean US will write a position paper documenting their policy regarding RA certification

IOOS Messaging  Timi Vann
Timi explained that a small group (Timi Vann, Jennie Lyons, Deanna Herman, Ralph Rayner, Dave Easter, Molly McCammon, Josie Quintrell) has been working with PR and communications experts in NOAA’s National Ocean Services to develop unified messages for IOOS.   The motivation was to develop clear messages for policy makers and funders of IOOS on why investing in IOOS is important.    The group set out to develop

· Set of core messages  (done)

· Construct for an elevator speech (done)

· Redesign of the IOOS logo (done)

· Design template (in process) 

· Case studies to illustrate IOOS goals

· Common set of visuals 

Timi expects to formally roll out the messages in the next couple of weeks.  These messages are intended to be guidelines that IOOS partners can use and adapt for their particular needs.  The group did not get to the last 3 items during this phase, but these will be developed at some future point.

ORRAP Ocean Observing Subpanel     Molly McCammon
Molly McCammon explained that ORRAP’s Ocean Observing Subpanel will hold its first meeting on June 17 in Washiington DC.    The Subpanel will provide advice to ORRAP, a Navy FACA committee, on both IOOS, OOI and other major national ocean observing initiatives.  Molly will distribute the list of members. 

Update on Ocean US   Bill Birkemeier
Bill Birkemeir, USACE, is heading up Ocean US until the end of the fiscal year (Sept) and is charged with developing a work plan for Ocean US based on the new budget for the office and the objectives of the IWGOO.   Ocean US will focus on those issues of an interagency nature.  Bill will present a draft work plan to the IWGOO at their May meeting and to the Ocean Observing Subpanel in June.  

Ocean US staff include 3 full-time staff -- Deanna Eastman, Communications; Jessica Geubtner, Policy Analysis, Meagan Baldesari;  and 3 part-time staff – Tom Malone, Ralph Rayner and Chris Mooers.  

RA Roundtable

AOOS – Climate change and the listing of polar bears as “threatened” under the Endangered Species Act are dominating AOOS’ attention.  AOOS is working with a number of partners to develop optimal system designs  for those regions slated for offshore oil and gas development (Bristol Bay and Chukchi Sea).  

CaRA - Held 1st stakeholder meeting. DMAC committee is formed and working. Hosted a “Sea State Meeting” in response to recent large ocean swells. Has been asked to provide wind predictions when the XXI Central American and Caribbean Games are held in Puerto Rico in  2010.

CeNCOOS -   Involved in several meetings about ecosystem-based management in California.  Developing a customized website for San Francisco.  Forming an ecosystem team to address the salmon issue.  Researchers are examining red tide data to see if there is a link between the outbreak last fall and recent bird strandings. 

GCOOS - Now working closely with the Gulf of Mexico Alliance.  Education Outreach Council meeting in June.  Each member has been asked to develop 1-2 power point slides on how ocean observations can address hazards, climate change and human health.

GLOS – Held their Annual Meeting in April.  Currently working on a 2-D and 3-D model of the Huron-Erie Corridor to help protect vital drinking water supplies.  Hope to have a new Executive Director in place in the next 4-6 weeks.

MACOORA  - Held a meeting with the NYC emergency managers this week.  Long Island Sound Subregional meeting planned for June. Developing a User Council.

NERACOOS - Hosting a Web Services workshop next week on data interoperability and model interoperability.

SCCOOS  - Several upcoming meetings:  PACOOS meeting next week, Senior Advisory Committee on May 22, Annual Meeting on June 9, IEA workshop June 2-3, and RA Assessment on June 4.   SCCOOS will participate in an industry led oil spill demonstration on June 10-12 by providing data support.   The customize website for the ports of Long Beach and LA will be launched soon.

SECOORA - Just finished Annual Meeting.  Parker Lumpkin SECOORA’s Executive Director is stepping down and SECOORA will be looking to replace him.  The 4 states in the region (NC, SC, GA and FL) are moving towards establishing a Regional Alliance for Ocean Governance similar to efforts in other parts of the country.

