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NANOOS uses these when talking when discussing IOOS with policy and decision makers.  They have provided them to their members as well.  They can be modified to address the specific situation of other regions. 

· The US effort to create the Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) that Senators Cantwell and Snowe co-sponsored has been authorized and is now a line item in NOAA’s budget. 

· The Northwest Association of Networked Ocean Observing Systems (NANOOS) is the Regional Association of the national IOOS that is designated to fill user needs in the Pacific Northwest, primarily in Washington and Oregon. 

· NANOOS is a partnership of 30 entities, including industry, state agencies, local governments, tribes, NGOs, and academia.   
· Last year NANOOS successfully competed for $8.5 M over three years from NOAA for development and enhancement of the Pacific Northwest coastal ocean observing system.  Included in this effort is 
· extension of the high-frequency radar system to track surface currents that already exists in Oregon and much of the rest of the continental US into the Washington coastal region (from Columbia R to Cape Flattery, out 110 nm); 
· a coastal ocean buoy off Cape Flattery to detect toxic algal blooms and low dissolved oxygen, that could also be outfitted with sensors for ocean acidification; 
· maintenance and enhancement of WA Dept of Ecology monitoring of shorelines and estuarine waters of Puget Sound, Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor. 
· Due to insufficient funds in NOAA budget for IOOS, NOAA could not fully fund the proposed efforts.  Thus, NANOOS budgets for the year 1 effort were reduced from $2M to $1.5M and for year 2 from $3.5M to $1.5M. 
· These budget cuts mean NANOOS cannot implement the HF radar on the WA coast, the buoy will be deployed but without real-time data delivery capability, and shoreline and estuarine monitoring budgets will be cut by ~60%. 
· We request your support to assure an adequate NOAA IOOS budget.  The current President’s Budget is $21M; an absolute minimum of $50M is needed for regional efforts (including NANOOS) to competitively seek sufficient funds to adequately support Pacific Northwest constituents and NANOOS priority applications of environmental impacts, sustainable fisheries, safe maritime operations and mitigation of coastal hazards.  
