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NFRA Board Conference Call
Tuesday, January 18, 2011
3 pm ET

Call to order and roll call
Molly McCammon, Ru Morrison, Judy Krauthamer, Debra Hernadez, Ann Jochens, Julie Thomas, Heather Kerkering, Steve Ramp, Jan Newton, Christine Manninen, Jen Read(later), Chris Ostrander, Jorge Corredor, Julio Morrell, Roy Watlington, Chris Cohen, Josie Quintrell, Cassie Durette

Congressional Outlook for the 112th (Kevin Wheeler, Consortium of Ocean Leadership)
· The 112th Congress will be a challenging.   The ICOOS legislation is passed, which is good, but doesn’t necessarily help the budgets.  
· The Government is operating under a budget Continuing Resolution (CR) until March 4th.  It is likely that they will pass a CR for the rest of the year.  
· For FY12, the House is expect to cut budget to under FY10 level.  The Senate is not likely to go all along with that.  This will be difficult for NOAA with their satellite programs.  
· Most likely the President’s budget will be $14.5M for the regions (as in the past).  Kevin thinks it is still possible that the Senate could increase the IOOS mark but it all depends on how Congress passed the budget (ie., as an omnibus spending bill, a CR, etc.)  If  it’s a CR, then NOAA will make funding decisions and cuts are most likely to come from extramural programs.    
· The “good” news?  The only new funding on the horizon for coastal and ocean sciences is related to the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill.   BP will be issuing a $500 RFP for the Gulf of Mexico Restoration Initiative (10 year project) for science, not infrastructure.   However, the Gulf Ecosystem Restoration Fund which would be funded through the fine and penalties could be as large as $20b and could support observing infrastructure.   Ocean Leadership is drafting a white paper for the Ecosystem Task Force (headed by Janet Jackson of EPA) that would highlight science and observing needs.  
· The group discussed Ann Jochen’s work on a buildout plan for the Gulf.  Josie would like this included in the White paper.  Ann hopes to complete this by April.
· Ocean Trust Fund -  Senator  Whitehouse will likely reintroduce his bill but with such strong concern about the deficit, the bill is not likely to pass.    Maybe a research endowment from BP fund, but not a broader ocean trust fund.
· Committee assignments should be settled by early February.  Should focus on economy and jobs and explain how IOOS is supporting commerce. 
· National ocean policy- It is not clear that this is a major priority of the Administration.  They have yet to hire a Director for the office.

Update on Gaps Analysis and Coordination with NOAA IOOS Office
· Ru and Josie have been working with Suzanne Skelley of the IOOS Office to determine how to integrate the various ICOOS Act requirements --  independent cost analysis, gaps analysis, strategic operating plans, asset inventories --  so that they can build from the same foundation.     
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Josie will work on a strawman proposal with the RAs outlining the general ground rules, assumptions, definitions and outcomes of regional build out plans necessary to conduct a gaps analysis.  This will be discussed Wednesday, February 9. 
· Materials in advance- Josie is working on this.  Will have a straw proposal for people to work with and from.  The thought is that once there is agreement and assurance that this would lead to a template (but not yet).  Volunteers to help with this- Ann, Debra, Julie, Ru, Molly, Jan, others.

February 9-11   NFRA Board Meeting, Hill Visits
· FY12 Ask (attached) 
· Key Congressional Contacts (attached) 
· Wed Feb 9 -  NFRA Board Meeting, Discussion with Zdenka, Gaps Analysis Discussion-  Wednesday is a NFRA all day meeting at the IOOS Office in Silver Spring.  First part will be a NFRA Board Meeting, followed by a discussion session with  Zdenka, and then the afternoon with Suzanne and others from the IOOS office discussing gaps analysis, buildout plan and regional document.  Dinner in Silver Spring.  Staying at Fourpoints Sheraton. 
· Thur Feb 10 and Friday, Feb 11 -  Hill Visits-  Thursday and Friday will be dedicated to hill visits.  House Committee assignments are still pending in the House, but should be finalized by early February.  Josie will set up meetings with:  Senate CJS Appropriations staff;  CJS Authorizing Staff;  House Commerce Appropriations Staff and House Natural Resources Staff.   RA members will be invited depending on whether your district has a member that serves on the Committee or not.   RAs are responsible for setting up  meetings with your representatives.    
· Thur Feb 10   House Reception 6-9- NFRA is co sponsoring a reception on house side. Representative Capps may say some words, Dr. Lubchenco say a few words as well.
· Friday dedicated to any additional Hill meetings.  

Board Trips to DC
April -  Focus on Maritime Industry 
Josie hopes to meet with national organizations (Pilots, Port Authority, etc) for the April DC trip.  Josie will send out email requesting for contacts of key people in maritime industry so dates can be set.
June 7-9 -  Concurrent with CHOW meetings (Capitol Hill Ocean Week)
Sept 13-14 -   TBD
Nov 14-17     Annual Meeting, New England 

Call adjourned at 3:50pm Eastern
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