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NFRA Board Meeting
February 9, 2011

IOOS Office, Silver Spring, MD

9:30 to 10:30 am

Minutes
Attending:  AOOS - Molly McCammon;  CaRA – Roy Watlington; CeNCOOS - Steve Ramp, Heather Kerkering; GCOOS - Ann Jochens, Terry McPherson, Jan Van Smirren; GLOS -Frank Kudrna, Christine Manninen; MACOORA - Bill Boicourt, Judy Krauthamer; NANOOS - Jan Newton, David Martin, Norge ; NERACOOS -  Malcolm Spaulding, Ru Morrison; PacIOOS – Chris Ostrander (on phone); SCCOOS -Julie Thomas, Chris Cohen; SECOORA - Dick Dodge, Harvey Seim, Debra Hernandez, Megan Treml; NFRA:  Josie Quintrell

Meeting called to order at 9:30 am by Molly McCammon

Motion:  To approve meeting agenda.

Malcolm Spaulding moved the motion, Roy Watlington seconded it.

Vote:  Passed, unanimously.

Motion:  To approve the Minutes from 2010 Annual Meeting.

Malcolm Spaulding moved the motion, Julie Thomas seconded it.

Discussion:  Ann submitted edits (non-substantive).  Molly requested that last paragraph be changed to state the Governor’s concern about the impact of CMSP on the state’s sovereignty (not resources).

Vote:  Passed with changes.

Motion:  To elect a NFRA nominee to serve on the U.S. National Committee for the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission.  (see attached)

Results:  Scott Glenn of MACOORA will represent NFRA.

Discussion:  NFRA Administration and Organization

Josie and Molly discussed the status of the discussions with Rob Levin, the lawyer hired to assist NFRA address legal and organizational issues.  He will be submitting 501(c)(3) application for NFRA.  In addition, he recommends that NFRA hire its Executive Director, rather than contracting for those services.  

Discussion:  The Year Ahead

The group reviewed the schedule of meetings for the NFRA Board for the coming year that include three trips to Washington DC:   April, which will focus on meetings with maritime industry;  June 7-9; Sept 13-15.  The Fall meeting will be in New England.    Suggestions included sending a formal letter to the NOAA Administrator to meet with them on an annual basis, continue to meet with the IOOS agencies.   We need to reach out to new people who may not be familiar with IOOS.

There was also discussion on having another Products Development Workshop.  It was suggested that we work with the RA DMAC coordinators on this.  

Discussion: Preparation for Hill Meetings

Josie briefed on the current situation on the Hill.  The House is expected to release their language for the FY11 budget today.  The President’s budget request for FY 12 will be released on February 14.    The House is expected to recommend major cuts in all agencies, including NOAA.    Getting level for the regions at $20m will be a major success for this year.     The group reviewed the Hill material and meetings.

NFRA Business Meeting Adjourned at 10:30
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