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NFRA Board of Directors Meeting

February 17, 2010

Conference Room, Consortium of Ocean Leadership

1201 New York Avenue NW   Washington DC

Minutes

Board Members in Attendance:

AOOS – Molly McCammon; CaRA – Jorge Corredor, Roy Watlington; CeNCOOS- Heather Kerkering, Steve Ramp; GCOOS- Ray Toll, Mike Spranger; GLOS- Christine Manninen; MACOORA- Judy Krauthamer; NANOOS – David Martin, Jan Newton; NERACOOS – Malcolm Spaulding; PacIOOS – Chris Ostrander, Brian Taylor; SCCOOS- Julie Thomas; SECOORA- Harvey Seim

Others in attendance:  Mike Cosro (OR), Jeff Yapalater (NY),  Terry McPherson (LA), Jan van Smirren (TX), Liz Smith (VA), John Dindo (AL),  Ed Kelly (NY), Mario Tamburri (ACT), Cassie Durette (NFRA), Josie Quintrell (NFRA)

Meeting called to order at 8:00 am

Motion:  To approve the minutes from the August, 2010 meeting

Harvey Seim moved the motion, Malcolm Spaulding seconded it.

Vote:  Passed, unanimously

Discussion: Treasurers Report 

Julie Thomas presented the mid-year financial statement for NFRA.  No motion.  Brian Taylor noted that his dues were for 2 years.  

Motion:  To approve NFRA becoming an Associate Member of the Consortium for Ocean Leadership.

Julie Thomas moved the motion. Jan Newton seconded it.

Vote:  Passed, unanimously

Discussion:  Time and Place for Fall 2010 Meeting

The Board discussed the place for the NFRA Annual Meeting in the Fall.  The meeting is usually held in conjunction with the IOOS Regional Coordination Workshop.  Zdenka wants this year’s fall workshop to be held in the Washington DC area so that it can garner stronger interagency support.   Josie mentioned that she has been working with the IOOS staff, encouraging them to take advantage of the RAs being in town every spring for Hill visits for interagency meetings and to use the fall workshops to meet in the regions.   There has been mention of a “Arlie House 2” Meeting (a high level summit with federal agencies and regional leaders) to discuss the requirements for IOOS and if that might be an opportunity for federal/regional coordination.  Josie will be working with the IOOS staff on developing a 3-year plan for these national/regional meetings that can include a meeting in the spring while the RAs are in DC and a fall meeting outside of Washington.   Brian Taylor expressed strong opinions that this year’s fall meeting not be help in the Washington area.

Discussion:   RA involvement in Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning

AOOS

· Co-hosted 2 informational workshops on CMSP: 1 on role of science and how to proceed in Arctic, held at Alaska Marine Science Symposium; another on existing regional planning/coordination entities in Alaska, held at Alaska Forum on Environment

· Submitted proposal to develop Cook Inlet Data Integration and Visualization Tool through MMS BAA on ocean renewable energy, topic #8, in context of CMSP.  Partnered with AK Coastal Management Program, NOAA NCOS, Kachemak Bay NERR, Cook Inlet Regional Citizens Advisory Council, and tidal energy company.

· Planning to begin data integration tool for Arctic: Beaufort/Chukchi Seas.

· State of AK has raised concerns about CMSP process, but support data collection, integration & visualization.  AOOS has 3 state agencies represented on board, which is chaired by Commissioner of AK Dept of Fish and Game.

NANOOS

· Partners are involved in Oregon wave energy and Washington tidal energy projects, Puget Sound Partnership.

· Participated in CMSP workshops.

CeNCOOS

· Involved in Marine Map (similar to Marine Cadastre) developed at UCSB for California MPAs.  Adding ocean obs & spatial planning tools.  Also involved in ocean atlas project through NOAA MPA Center.  

· Participated in workshops with West Coast Governors Alliance.

· No formal relationship.

SCCOOS

· Same as CENCOOS above.

PacIOOS

· State of Hawaii has ocean resource management plan through Dept of Economic Development & Tourism; Brian Taylor is on board and Chris on Working Group.

· Ecosystem Based Management – 

· Offshore energy – involved in cable wind project

GCOOS

· Populating all the Gulf Alliance work groups.  

· Now forging more of a partnership.

· GCOOS is written into Gulf of Mexico Alliance plan of action.

GLOS

· Great Lakes has integrated plan for GL restoration: $475m in admin budget

· GLOS will benefit a little.

· Offshore wind projects: different process than ocean:  managed by USCOE instead of MMS.

CaRA

· Level of funding & personnel have not allowed much involvement.

· Now at table as part of Southeast & Caribbean Regional Team (SCRT).

SECOORA

· Hosted workshop with TNC on MPS.  

· Southeast Governors Alliance just going.

MACOORA

· RA is doing proposals & outreach for this, mostly through NOAA.

· MARCO is working with RA & state representatives and agencies, especially on regional water quality: hosted regional workshop.

NERACOOS

· Developed MOU with NROC (Northeast Regional Ocean Council).

· Seeking other sources of funding, submitted proposal to MMS BAA Topic #8 with NROC backing.

· 3 large state MSP activities in region: RI, MASS, Maine: NERACOOS showing how to tie these together: developed GIS tool.

· Massachusetts Ocean Partnership: NE Regional MSP portal. Targets are birds, mammals, fisheries and tool kit (technology development index and ecosystem services value index.  ARCView based.

Discussion:  The Alliance for Coastal Technologies (ACT):  Outlook for FY11.

Mario Tamburri of the Alliance for Coastal Technologies (ACT) provided a brief overview of ACT’s plan for FY11.  ACT expects to receive $3.5 m in FY11 for sensor evaluation.    

Recent accomplishments:  PCO2 sensor evaluations

Proposed work:  revisit DO sensor evaluations, wave sensors, evaluations of the evaluation process (working with industry, scientists and others to determine how process can be improved), workshops on lessons learned from the PC02 sensor evaluations, emerging technologies for addressing climate change, and environmental sampling concentration methods.

Mario agreed to provide NFRA with a written summary of their workplan for FY11 and to explore ways for providing timely opportunities for the RAs to provide input into ACT priorities.

Discussion:  Overview of Ocean Science Issues in 2010   Kevin Wheeler, COL

Kevin Wheeler provided an overview for ocean sciences in NOAA and on the Hill for this coming year.    The President Budget included an increase of $700m for NOAA but IOOS is level funded at $14.5m for regions and $6.5 for national IOOS.   The NPOES and GOES R satellites remain the major cost for NOAA.  While funding for NOAA has increased, most of the funding is for these major satellite programs.

The National Ocean Policy and The Framework for Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning has helped but, in general, the case for IOOS is not being made.  The budget included $12m in the NOAA’s National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science for biological and chemical sensors (money to be competed extramurally) and $20 m for coastal and marine spatial planning.

Discussion:   David Kennedy, Acting Administrator of NOAA’s National Ocean Service

David discussed his goal of evaluating the role of NOS within  NOAA and how to build on the existing 9 programs to become a more effective and efficient part of NOAA.  David does not expect to undertake any major re-organization for NOS but to pull the existing programs into a framework that can serve NOAA’s priorities.   Dr Lubchenco expressed support for David’s plans for NOS.   The new Climate Services is not likely to impact NOS directly.   

Presentation:  Zdenka Willis, IOOS Director
Zdenka provided a report on the office’s workplan for the coming year which includes:

· Establishing a System Advisory Committee, per ICOOS legislation

· RA Certification – April Black is lead in the office.  Will not be completed in time for the FY11 competitive process.

· Next steps for the IOOS Road Map -  NOAA has decided not to pursue a “Arlie House 2” type of meeting but will be coordinating a series for expert workshops for determining the requirements for IOOS
Presentation:  Don Wright, SURA: Southeastern Universities Research Association

Don provided an overview of SURA’s process for preparing a proposal for the $4m providing in the FY10 budget of a modeling interoperability test bed.  The RFP was released on Jan 19, 2010.  SURA established a “Testbed Advisory Group” that consists of representatives from the Regional Associations and federal agencies who would not be involved in the project to provide a “non-biased” overview for the project.  This group includes Rich Signell, USGS; Chris Mooers, Portland State University; Denny Kirwan, U of Delaware; Larry Atkinson, ODU; Art Allen, Coast Guard; Frank Aikman, NOAA’s NOS; Yi Chao, UCLA/JPL.   The proposal identifies 3 issue-driven problems -  inundation, hypoxia and data interoperability.     Community workshops will be convened in the beginning and the end of the project to seek community input.   The expected start date is June 2010.

Meeting adjourned at 1:40 pm.

Approved September 21, 2010


