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NFRA Board Conference Call

Thursday, May 21, 2009

3:00 to 4:30 pm ET

Board Members Attending:  AOOS:  Molly McCammon; CaRA:  Jorge Corredor, Roy Watlington; CeNCOOS:  Heather Kerkering; GLOS:  Frank Kudrna; MACOORA:  Wendell Brown; NERACOOS:  Malcolm Spaulding, Ru Morrision; PacIOOS: Brian Taylor; SCCOOS:  Julie Thomas; SECOORA:  Rick DeVoe, Debra Hernendez.

Others:  Julio Morell, CaRA; Judy Krauthamer, MACOORA; Stephanie Showalter and Brian Fredieu, National Sea Grant Law Center; Josie Quintrell, NFRA.

Meeting called to order at 3:15 ET, once technical difficulties with the phone line were resolved.
1) Welcome to Ru Morrison as the new Board member from NERACOOS. 

2) Motion:  To adopt the minutes from the March 3, 2009 Board meeting.  

Moved by Ru Morrison, seconded by Julie Thomas.  

Vote:  passed, unanimously.

3) Treasurer’s report:
Rick DeVoe, the NFRA Treasurer, reported that NFRA had a total income of $102,067 as of 5.1.09.  This includes $50,000 from the NOAA grant, $45,000 in restricted dues for FY08 (1 RA pending), $5,000 in unrestricted dues for FY08 (paid by 5 RAs) and $2,067 from the previous year.  

Rick DeVoe reported that the Executive Committee had approved a reallocation of the printing budget of $5,000 to the travel line to support continued travel by the Executive Director.    

Rick will be sending out the invoice for the FY09 dues.

4) Creation of a nominating committee for preparation of a slate of officers and recommendations for members of the Executive Committee for a vote by the Board at the 2009 Annual Meeting in August:
a. Discussion:  Heather Kerkering agreed to volunteer on the Committee. Josie will also touch base with Bill Boicourt and had already been in contact with Harvey Seim.  Josie will communicate back to the Board on the committee.

5) Implementation of the IOOS Legislation:
a. Presentation by Stephanie Showalter and Brian Fredieu of the National Sea Grant Law Center.    Stephanie and Brian provided a brief review of their letter concerning the liability and federal participation on the RA’s sections of the IOOS legislation.  They agreed to further examine the issues of whether Board members are liable, whether an independent contractor is covered under these provisions, and how a contract could be structured to address this issue.

Stephanie and Brian suggested that NFRA request a memorandum from NOAA and the IWGOO clarifying that federal employees are allowed to participate in the activities of the RA.

b) Review of Memorandum to Jack Dunnigan, Chair of the IWGOO.  Several Board members felt the memorandum should be reworded in places to make it clear that NFRA and the RAs want to work with NOAA and the IWGOO (or IOOC) in the implementation of the legislation and in defining such issues as what a “strategic operational plan” is or how to identify variables and gaps.  Josie will revise the memorandum based on the comments.

6) Justifying the $50 million request for Regional IOOS:
Josie reviewed the memorandum to the Board proposing that the RAs develop a plan to justify our request for $50 million from OMB and the Hill. The national plan would be based on an aggregation of regional plans.  The goal would be to have this completed by the fall of 2009 in preparation for the 2010 legislative session.

Discussion:

Brian Taylor noted that IOOS has lagged behind the community work that was done to prepare, justify,  and vet the OOI.   NSF paid for some meetings but much of the work was done by the community to support the effort.   IOOS deserves a similar effort to support our budget request.

The proposal was made that these initial RA plans be presented at the meeting in August.  A working group will need to assist with defining common terms, planning horizons, and scope.  Julie Thomas, Ru Morrison and Wendell Brown offered to serve on the working group.  Chris Ostrander, although not present, was volunteered.  

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm ET.

Approved August 24, 2009


