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Board of Directors Meeting

March 3, 2009

SAIC Conference Room

McLean, VA

Board Members: AOOS:  Molly McCammon; CaRA: Roy Watlington; CeNCOOS: Steve Ramp; GCOOS:  Nancy Rabalais; GLOS:  Frank Kudrna, Christine Manninen; MACOORA: Bill Boicourt; NANOOS:  Jan Newton (by phone); PacIOOS:  Brian Taylor, Chris Ostrander (by phone); SCCOOS:  Julie Thomas; SECOORA:  Rick DeVoe

Others:  David Chapman, Debra Hernendez, Josie Quintrell

Molly McCammon called the meeting call to order at 2:05 p.m.

1.   Discussion:  Molly McCammon thanked Ray Toll of GCOOS for arranging and hosting the Board meeting to be at SAIC in McLean VA.

2.  Motion:  To approve the minutes from the December,  2008 Annual Meeting.

Roy Watlington moved; Bill Boicourt seconded the motion.

Vote:  Passed, unanimously.

3.  Discussion:  Update on FY09 financial statements.

Rick DeVoe reviewed the financial statement for NFRA as of March 1, 2009.   NFRA has an income of $92,067, which includes revenue from the NOAA grants and membership assessments for FY08.  $38K of $50K has been collected from 7 RAs for the restricted assessments and $2K of the $5K has been collected from 4 RAs for non-restricted funds.  The FY09 assessments have not been invoiced.  For expenditures, $9,750 has been spent on salary for the months of Oct., Nov., and Dec.; $ 4,459 for travel for those months and $118 for meeting cost for a total of $14,327.  This leaves a total of $77,740 remaining.

4.  Discussion:  How RAs are raising the non-restricted portion of their dues.

Finding sources of non-restricted funds (i.e., non-federal dollars) is difficult for many RAs.    RAs discussed the challenges they faced and how they were able to meet them:  AOOS – paid by the University as there is a direct benefit from IOOS; CaRA -  members are willing to pay dues but CaRA can’t hold the money and would like to send directly to NFRA; CeNCOOS -  having difficulties but will approach industry members; NANOOS -  difficult to ask industry members who are already donating time to the project; PacIOOS -  paid by the University because of benefit of IOOS; SCCOOS – was going to ask State but now State is in financial hardship;  SECOORA -  paid out of their membership dues.

5.  Discussion:  Regional Coordination Workshop -  to be in Seattle.  Josie will send out possible dates on a Doodle poll.

6.  Discussion:  Offshore energy.

Many RAs are working on offshore energy.  Offshore wind energy is developing quickly along the east coast and Great Lakes;  waves, tidal and currents are being explored in the Gulf Stream, west coast, Alaska and Hawaii, and Hawaii is involved in Ocean Thermal Energy Conversion (OTEC).   Alaska and the Gulf Coast continued to be involved in oil and gas development

Action:  Josie will set up working group on offshore energy issues.

7.  Discussion:  Climate change.

Molly McCammon explained that climate change is a major focus of the new administration and on the Hill.    Each RA briefly discussed their involvement in climate change issues.  All regions are involved in climate change issues from inundation, increasing frequency and intensity of storms, failure of levies (California), ocean acidification (NANOOS deploying sensors), sea level rise and implications for private property, public infrastructure, salt water intrusion; loss of habitats, coastal resilency, declining water levels and rising water temperatures in the Great Lakes and changing sea ice in the Arctic.

8.  Discussion:  Zdenka Willis, NOAA IOOS Program Office

Zdenka discussed the budget for FY09.   IOOS received $26.5 million, of which  $20.9 million will go to the regions.    The RA Planning Grants will be fully funded and the RCOOS grants and category 2 and 3 grants will be level funded.  This leaves $780K  to be spent because some of the category 2 and 3 grants were completed.  NOAA has decided to allocated this money to supporting HF Radar that are in jeopardy of being removed.

Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

Approved May 21, 2009

