NFRA Minutes
March 8, 2007 @ CORE

Molly called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m.  Introductions were made. 
Nina Young, CORE, reported on advocacy efforts for IOOS. Importance to the territories has been stressed. Gene Flema, committee staffer. Ocean Observing, marine sanctuaries are among the priorities of the committee. Gilchrist is likely as a co-sponsor. 100 co-sponsors on the bill is the goal. 100 is the tipping point, needs to be a bipartisan bill. 

(add written notes)

Approval of minutes from Nov. 6 meeting. Motion: David Martin. Second: Ray Toll. Approved with changes.

Rick DeVoe presented the NFRA financial report. The NFRA dues solicitation has been distributed. The fiscal year for NFRA runs Oct. 1-Sept. 30. The FY07 is double what is was in FY06. The Finance Committee should do some advance planning for FY08. Current committee include Van, Nancy Bird and Rick DeVoe.
Spinrad has the lead on the interagency part of IOOS. Zdenka Willis, new IOOS lead at NOAA, will be present at the NFRA meeting on March 9. Many new IOOS team members will need to be educated on the role/importance of the regions within IOOS. NOAA has been drafting a strategic plan for IOOS. Ray Toll has been involved in the process and informing the NFRA. Recurring question: what will each fed agency (NASA, Navy, NOAA, etc) be doing to support IOOS? There is a push for horizontal integration of resources. 
A formal request has been to made to move the USGOOS Steering Committee under ORRAP. The ORRAP Board voted to set up a subcommittee on Ocean Observing, to be chaired by Mollly M. Other members include Ray Toll, Dave Weisberg and Mark Luther. 
The National Governors Assoc. has gone on record in support of IOOS through a formal resolution. Josie has been coordinating several Coastal States Organization-sponsored workshops. Josie, Rick DeVoe, Heather K. and Frank Kudrna will attend the Regional Ocean Governance workshop in Monterey, Calif., March 17-20, 2007. The regions should provide some background to Josie on ocean governance within their regions. Regional research planning activities are being tracked by Sea Grant in 8/11 of the IOOS regions. The Gulf of Mexico Alliance is a 5-state alliance that is well ahead in the regional governance process. A $5M line item for the Gulf of Mexico Alliance is included in the President’s FY08 budget.
Indicators workshop being held in early May; Jan Newton invited. Sponsored by USEPA, NOAA, CSO and others.

Josie and a small committee have revised NFRA’s annual workplan. This was not a full strategic planning process. Motion to approve: David Martin. Second: Jorge. Approved.
Review of draft NFRA discussion paper on Funding for RAs. NFRA pursued this white paper so we can have consistency when discussing with ORRAP, NOAA and others. NF. A needs to come up with a formula for how to determine criteria for the base funding; i.e., based on miles of shoreline, population centers, etc. Using criteria similar to those used for regional conservation districts might be useful. Feds don’t want entitlement but the RAs need to build base capacity to keep the RAs functioning. Cost-sharing is another question that is undefined. Federal dollars are necessary for sustaining the RCOOSs. NFRA is in agreement that a formula should be drafted for further discussion by NFRA. The federal agencies continue to ask: why do we need the RAs? Why are there 11? Do we need to fund the RAs forever? RAs provide the level of local engagement that is need to engage users in IOOS. NFRA will write up a white paper on why the RAs are needed and necessary; a second white paper will focus on the criteria for allocating funds to the RAs. Working group: Ru, Heather, Jan, Christine, Bill, Dave and Josie. The National Data Buoy Center is getting a lot of data from the RAs. This is a success story that could be highlighted.

Definitions for Region, Regional Association (RA) and Regional Coastal Ocean Observing System (RCOOS) were put forward for discussion. In order for RA certification to make sense, the RAs have to be defined as having oversight over the RCOOS. 
Position paper on RA certification – certification criteria need to be defined in 2007 so if/when the IOOS authorizing legislation is passed, certification can be actively pursued by the RAs without delay. 
Interagency Working Group for Ocean Observations (IWGOO) was established in 2006 to coordinate within NOAA and with other federal agencies in moving IOOS forward. IWGOO is responsible for the future of Ocean.US. Ocean.US and NOAA IOOS staff are moving into a combined office in Silver Spring, Md. There are concerns that Ocean.US will be subsumed by NOAA. NFRA should take the position that interagency coordination is definitely needed. NFRA should vocalize its needs to the IWGOO. Mary Altalo reports to the IWGOO. The draft IOOS authorizing legislation would establish both a NOAA program office AND an interagency program office.

CSC is considering changing “grants” to “contracts” starting in FY08 or FY09. Contracts would be more rigorous than the current granting process. The data is really driving the need for contracts. 
